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so prominent that the diagnosis of meningitis had been enter¬ 
tained. After death, no trace of meningitis had been found, but 
an inflammation of the gray matter of the anterior cornua of the 
cord running throughout the entire length. The nerves had not 
been examined. In the third case, there were acute symptoms 
referable to the peripheral nerves of all four extremities, great 
pain, loss of electrical reaction, and marked paralysis. No head¬ 
ache, rigidity, or opisthotonos, until within the last days of the 
patient’s life, except, perhaps, at the outset, in consequence of 
the vomiting which ushered in the attack. After death, well- 
marked and extensive meningitis had been found, and pronounced 
disease of the nerve-roots and peripheral nerves (median, ulnar, 
popliteal), while the spinal cord appeared healthy. 

Dr. Webber, in discussing the subject, said that the first case 
seemed not proved to be a case of general neuritis. The second 
case appeared to be a good case of poliomyelitis, but the primary 
neuritis was not proven because the peripheral nerves were not 
examined. The third case seemed more properly one of cerebro¬ 
spinal meningitis. In the latter disease, the functions of the 
nerves are often affected ; also the nerves themselves ; and after 
recovery, atrophy of the muscles may occur, and loss of electrical 
reaction, which may be complete or persistent. He objected that 
disseminated neuritis is a new-named disease, whose existence sui 
generis is still a matter of doubt. Dr. Putnam agreed that these 
cases could not be used to prove the existence of primary dissem¬ 
inated neuritis, but considering, on Leyden’s authority, that such a 
disease was pretty well made out, he thought the early and strik¬ 
ing prominence of the symptoms referable to the peripheral nerves 
in these cases might justify their use as possible illustrations of 
the diagnosis.— Boston Med . and Surg. J^our,, Nov. 23, 1882. 


Injury to the Cord Involving the Genital Centre.— 
Furbinger relates ( Berlin , klin . Wochenschr ., 1881, No. 43 ; Cen- 
tralbL 8. Med, Wissensch ., 1882, p. 396), a case of fracture of the 
spine with complete paraplegia and paralysis of the bladder in a 
male set. 69. Priapism supervened thirty hours after the acci¬ 
dent, and the urine contained spermatozoa. Thereafter a steady 
discharge of semen occurred until death, which supervened on the 
third day. A laceration of the cord was found opposite the fourth 
dorsal vertebra, indicating the limit of the genital centre.— Brain , 
Oct., 1882. 


Trophic Changes in Locomotor Ataxia. —Fresh observa¬ 
tions continue to be made of disturbances of nutrition in associa¬ 
tion with locomotor ataxia. Besides the familiar diseases of the 
joints and bones, and perforating ulcer, there have recently been 
recorded peculiar affections of the teeth and nails, ending in their 
shedding. Thus, Demange ( Revue de mdd ., No. 3, 1882) de- 
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scribes a case of tabes in which all the upper teeth fell out in a 
short time, without pain of the usual kind, but with darting “light¬ 
ning ” pains through the face, and disturbance of sensibility in the 
region of the trifacial nerves. Post mortem, the floor of the fourth 
ventricle presented sclerosis, which involved the nuclei of the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh nerves, the restiform bodies, and some 
of the neighboring parts ; sclerotic change was distinctly seen in 
sections of the trigeminus where it leaves the pons. In another 
very similar case, the loss of teeth was confined to the upper jaw. 
The post-mortem appearances were almost exactly like those 
just enumerated, but more marked on the left side. One of the 
instances of loss of the toe-nails is given by Joffroy ( Arch . d 
phys ., etc., 1882, No. 7). The great toes were the members af¬ 
fected, and there was no accompanying pain ; the nails simply 
looking dark, with sub-ungual ecchymosis. The part was soon 
restored. Pitres relates in the Progres med., No. 8, 1882, some¬ 
what similar cases, in which, however, both great toe-nails were 
shed repeatedly ; often deep-seated, dull pain, and a sensation 
of creeping in the affected parts for several weeks ; and there was 
no ulceration or suppuration in these cases any more than in Jof- 
froy's, and the new nails were in every instance perfectly formed, 
with the exception of slight superficial irregularities. An inter¬ 
esting instance of necrosis of the phalanges of the two great 
toes, in a case of locomotor ataxia, is described by Dr. Russell, of 
Birmingham, in the Med. Tinies and Gaz. y Aug. 19, p. 210.—• 
Brain , Oct., 1882. 


Nystagmus Produced by the Constant Current as a 
Symptom of Bulbar Affections. —Dr. Moosderf, in a com¬ 
munication read before the Gesellschaft fur Natur - und Heilkunde , 
Dresden, on bulbar paralysis, states, as a new symptom of all 
bulbar affections, that by the transmission of a galvanic current 
transversely through the head, nystagmus is produced before 
the sensation of vertigo, which always accompanies such applica¬ 
tions.— Jahresbericht&<z% Gesell. f. Natur- u. Heilk., Dresden, 1882. 

W. R. Birdsall, M.D. 
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Female Criminals. —Casini (Archivio di psichiatria, Fasc. iii) 
has been examining the skulls and faces of female criminals. He 
found that in the skulls of twenty-five murderesses there was ultra 
dolicocephaly three times; mesocephaly, fourteen times; and 
marked brachycephaly, eight times. He found also cranial 
asymmetry, in twenty-five out of sixty-one murderesses; in nine out 
of twenty thieves ; in eight out of twenty-two child-killers. 
Euregmatism was found in seven out of sixty-one murderesses ; 



